[Phenotypic characteristic of staphylococci and local immunity during bacterial carriage].
To assess prevalence and intensity of antilactoferrin and slgA-protease activity in strains of staphylococci and to study the state of local immunity in resident and transitory bacterial carriers. Strains of Staphylococcus aureus and S. epidermidis isolated from 67 healthy persons, who were tested for staphylococcal carriage with subsequent differentiation of types of carriage according to Chistovitch's method, were studied. Antilactoferrin and slgA-protease activity as well as levels of lactoferrin and slgA in nasal secretions were determined using fluoroimmunoassay. Higher prevalence as well as intensity of antilactoferrin and slgA-protease activity and combination of these characteristics was determined for strains of S. aureus from resident carriers compared with strains from transitory carriers. Higher levels of lactoferrin and slgA were observed in nasal secretions of resident carriers compared with transitory carriers. Studied factors could be the markers of resident type of carriage that should be considered for the development of effective measures for sanation in persons with prolonged bacterial carriage.